St. Mary's University
COVER LETTER FOR PARTICIPATION IN A RESEARCH PROJECT

Dear Parent or Guardian: 

My name is Scotia McClung and I am a doctoral student in marriage and family therapy at St. Mary’s University. I am conducting my dissertation on cyberbullying via instant messaging and am asking for your daughter’s participation.

I will be interviewing 6-10 adolescent girls who have had some sort of experience with cyberbullying via instant messaging. The interview will take place during the school day and last approximately 30-40 minutes. I will be careful not to keep them from tests or any other important material. 

As any type of bullying can be difficult to discuss, there are some potential risks involved. Your child may feel embarrassed or ashamed of their cyberbullying experiences. In some cases, the stress associated with cyberbullying is so severe that children have reported suicidal tendencies. If it is determined that your child is “at risk” for any reason I will inform you of the matter. Otherwise, I want the child to feel free to open up and tell me about their experience and it may be helpful for them to discuss their feelings.

Cyberbullying is becoming an epidemic and it poses a serious risk to the mental health of girls. Your child’s participation in this study could contribute to how therapists treat and deal with cyberbullying in the future. 

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Scotia McClung, M. A. (Principal Investigator)

Dana Comstock, Ph. D. (Faculty Sponsor)

ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING YOUR RIGHTS AS A RESEARCH PARTICIPANT MAY BE ADDRESSED TO THE ST. MARY'S UNIVERSITY INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD HUMAN SUBJECTS (210-436-3315). ALL RESEARCH PROJECTS THAT ARE CARRIED OUT BY INVESTIGATORS AT ST. MARY'S UNIVERSITY ARE GOVERNED BY REQUIREMENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY AND THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.
